	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 12th December, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
A Guttridge, A Hubbard and R Lester 


	Also Present:                          
	 County Councillor R Lindsay
 D Blackburn (Clerk)
 Three local residents



	The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.







	
C94/18/19     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bullen, Dempsey and Hutchings and District Councillor Creffield.


	
C95/18/19     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard, Lester & Taylor.
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Lester & Taylor.
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester.


	
C96/18/19     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 14th November, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C97/18/19     
	 
   MILL LANE SPRUCE UP PROJECT

Mr Jim Talbott provided an update on behalf of the group of volunteers who had been undertaking the Mill Lane Spruce Up Project. The working party had comprised a core group of 5 people with approximately 120 hours spent on site and additional time spent on approximately 20 trips to the waste disposal centre. The banks had largely been cleared and the works were expected to be completed before Christmas.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the progress reported be welcomed and Mr Talbott and the team of volunteers be thanked for their efforts; and
b. That a safety inspection of the site be conducted involving the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish Council.



	
C98/18/19

	
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

A written report was submitted by District Councillor Creffield on the development of the Joint Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk in accordance with the revised National Planning Policy Framework published in July 2018. The new framework had increased the requirement for new housing in Babergh to 420 dwellings per annum for the period up to March 2036.


	
C99/18/19

	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay reported upon a range of highways matters and a request for the public to report road signs that had been abandoned to networkassurance@suffolk.gov.uk;

The Cabinet Member for Highways had requested that a review be undertaken so that roadworks would require a permit rather than being undertaken by utilities on the basis of a notice. It was hoped that this would provide a better approach to coordinating roadworks.

It was expected that there would be budget cuts of £11 million in the 2019/20 County Council budget even allowing for the maximum permitted increase in Council Tax of 3% plus a 1% social care levy.

Vehicular access to residential properties across land which was public highway was discussed and the Clerk was asked to liaise with the Highways Authority in response to concerns raised by local parishioners.

The Vice Chairman presented a first draft of an outline proposal for a 20mph regulated zone within the village. The guidance issued by the County Council was considered and it was identified that “exceptional circumstances” would have to be shown as the area would comprise B class roads. It was noted that the County Council’s Safety and Speed Management Team would need to compile a report evaluating any proposals. County Councillor Lindsay undertook to find out when such a report might be prepared. Once this information had been obtained, the Parish Council could determine its next steps in considering how it might meet the criteria set out within the guidance.  A local resident spoke of his concerns about the number of near misses that had occurred involving vehicles and pedestrians along the High Street and his willingness to get the community involved in supporting the case of additional speed reduction measures.


	
C100/18/19     

	
EVENTS AND STREETLIGHTING ARRANGEMENTS OVER THE FESTIVE PERIOD

The Clerk had made a request to the County Council that the Parish Councils streetlights be kept on until 2am in the morning for the period 21st December 2018 to 2nd January 2019. It was noted that the County Council had agreed its arrangements independently for its own streetlights.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk be authorised to determine the extended hours of operation of the streetlights over the Festive Period in subsequent years without recourse to a Parish Council meeting (with the presumption that this shall extend from the weekend before Christmas until the day after New Year’s Day).

The Chairman reported that the Christmas Carols on the Market Place held on Sunday, 9th December, 2018 had been successful. There were no revisions required to the action plan for the event which could be used again in 2019 with the event being held on the second Sunday in December (Sunday, 8th December, 2019).
.


	
C101/18/19     

	
MAINTENANCE OF THE CLOCK TOWER

The District Council was not able to provide definitive advice about works to the Clock Tower and whether or not they would require listed building consent.

It was AGREED: That further enquires be made and a quotation for a surveyor’s report be sought by the Vice Chairman before the matter is considered further at a subsequent meeting.


	
C102/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES

There was a discussion about the management of the Sportsfield. 

Mowing arrangements for the flat part of the church yard was raised by Councillor Lester and the use of Parish Council equipment was endorsed in principle, subject to the Clerk investigating the insurance implications in consultation with Councillor Lester.

Members of the Parish Council considered how a strategic review might be undertaken with representatives of key organisations in the village to consider how assets were managed and resources utilised for the benefit of the local community.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk facilitates a meeting with key local stakeholders early in the new year.


	
C103/18/19     

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

The Clerk had circulated details of the consultation being undertaken by Babergh District Council on the development of its new housing policy. Reference was made to the guidance issued by the County Council which imposed a number of conditions that had to be met before it authorised a site for the supply of grit.

It was AGREED: That the Clerk liaises with the Suffolk Association of Local Councils seeking their support in lobbying the County Council to relax the onerous criteria that must be met before it will authorise the siting of a new bin within a parish.


	
C104/18/19














	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
  
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:


	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£166.49

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£301.36

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£56.50

	
	Digital Copier Systems
	Photocopier
	Administrative & Legal
	£6,174.00

	
	Digital Copier Systems
	Photocopier
	Administrative & Legal
	£120.00

	
	Digital Copier Systems
	Toners
	Administrative & Legal
	£72.00

	
	Jayne Harrison
	Clockwinder’s Fee
	Clock Tower Maintenance
	£225.61

	
	W J Green Ltd
	Strimmer Head
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£26.00

	
	Buildbase
	Paving Materials
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£26.60

	
	David Blackburn
	Data Protection - ICO Registration
	ICT & Website
	£40.00

	
	Robin Taylor
	Expenses - Carols in the Market Place
	Community Events
	£120.96

	
	Ashley Hubbard
	Tools
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£25.16

	
	Rougham Estates
	Christmas Tree
	Community Events
	£234.00

	
	
(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund).


	
C105/18/19








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	[bookmark: _Hlk532396322]Reference
	DC/18/04632

	Proposal
	55 Chapel Street, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7EP

	Location
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of rear conservatory

	Representation to Planning Authority
	No objection – submitted by Clerk since previous meeting



	Reference
	DC/18/05282

	Proposal
	3 Smock Meadow, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7TG

	Location
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of rear conservatory

	Representation to Planning Authority
	No objection




Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference
	DC/18/04332

	Proposal
	15 Squirrells Mill Road, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7DY

	Location
	Householder Planning Application - Insertion of new window and door openings to rear elevations

	Decision of Planning Authority
	Granted



	[bookmark: _Hlk531628769]Reference
	DC/18/05009

	Location
	Redwick House High Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EX

	Proposal
	Non-Material Amendment to DC/18/00420 - Omission of single storey rear canopy, amendments to ground floor window configuration to south elevation, revisions to external render colour and the installation of windows to single storey extension formed in timber

	Decision of Planning Authority
	Granted






	
C107/18/19
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.


	
C106/18/19
	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Guttridge reported that East Bergholt Parish Council had lost its latest application for judicial review of the decision of Babergh District Council to grant consent for a large housing development within the parish.

Councillor Guttridge reported that TMJ Interiors had received a British Woodworking Federation Award for the creation of a vortex feature for the £1 billion Bloomberg headquarters building in London. Members of the Parish Council joined in congratulating TMJ Interiors on its achievement.

Councillor Hubbard agreed to report a malfunctioning light on a give way sign when entering Bildeston from the Chelsworth direction.


The meeting closed at 9.30pm.



Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





